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St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives O Brien, Rodne, Lovick, Pearson, MIloscia, Sells,
Clenments, Strow, Hasegawa, Alexander, Darneille, Kirby, Santos,
Kil mer, Chase, MDonald, G een and Morrel

Read first tinme 02/06/2006. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Services.

TO THE HONORABLE CHRI STINE GREGO RE, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
WASHI NGTON, AND TO THE LEQ SLATI VE AUTHORI TY OF EACH COUNTY, AND TO THE
COUNCIL ON AG NG, AND TO EACH MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF
WASHI NGTON:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, Washington's population age 65 and over, estimated at
696, 555 in 2004, is expected to reach 812,200 by 2010, 1.2 mllion by
2020 and over 1.6 mllion by 2030; and

VWHEREAS, There needs to be a new holistic approach which changes
the planning system from the current narrow focus on nanaging
dependency for vul nerabl e ol der people to pronote inclusion and active
aging for the ol der population as a whole; and

WHEREAS, This new approach nust enable older people, both as
i ndividuals and collectively, to be directly engaged as equal partners
i n decision maki ng and pl anning services that affect their lives; and

WHEREAS, Change that enhances older adults' quality of life wll
i nprove conditions for everyone because elder friendly communities are
good pl aces for people of all ages to live; and

p. 1 HIM 4041



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN NRRRRRRRRPR PR
W N R OO oo N O D WOWDN B+~ O

WHEREAS, | npl enenting change that enhances ol der adults' quality of
life will require a conmtnment from people of all ages, and the result
will be a comunity that is friendly for old and young ali ke;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
executive branch of the State of Wshington and the |legislative
authorities of each county pronote a conprehensive, statew de effort
that will engage the public and private sectors to: (1) Celebrate
ol der age, recogni ze the val ue of ol der people, and adequately respect
their contributions to society, both individually and as a whole; (2)
encour age people of all ages to prepare for retirenment and old age; (3)
devel op "age sensitive" service infrastructures that support people as
they age; (4) establish and adapt existing services to recognize and
accommodate the needs of older adults; (5) build and adapt physica
infrastructures that support people as they age; (6) pronote creative
ways for the state's aging population to utilize their talents, skills,
and experience in both paid and unpaid roles; (7) pronote flexibility
in the workplace to accommobdate and support the vital role played by
famly caregivers; and (8) pronote the health and well-being of ol der
persons.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable Christine G egoire, Governor of the State
of Washington, the legislative authority of each county, the Council on
Agi ng, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of Washi ngton.

~-- END ---
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